[Prostatic neuroendocrine cells and their association with chronic prostatitis].
Neuroendocrine cells are abundant in all the body tissues and organs as well as the nervous system, either the central or the peripheral nervous system. In the normal prostate tissue, there are a few neuroendocrine cells, too, in addition to basal and epithelial cells. Prostatic neuroendocrine cells play the function of regulating the development, secretion and differentiation of the prostate. Recent studies show that prostatic neuroendocrine cells may be involved in the pathogenesis of chronic prostatitis through their activity and secreted products. This article presents an overview on the origin, distribution, morphology, structure, secretion and functions of prostatic neuroendocrine cells and their association with chronic prostatitis.